Characterizing CD43 expression in haematogones using multicolor flow cytometric analysis.
Haematogones are precursor B cells commonly detected in small numbers in the bone marrow. Morphologically, haematogones can mimic lymphoblasts and are best distinguished using multicolour flow cytometry with antibody combinations. Haematogones show characteristic and reproducible patterns of antigen expression representing the B-cell maturation sequence. CD43 expression, widely seen in haematopoietic elements, has not been well characterized in haematogones. We demonstrate that CD43 is consistently expressed in haematogones in a reproducible pattern similar to that of CD10 when combined with CD20. We propose that in combination with other markers, CD43 can be useful in the identification of haematogones.